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Fake news
- a new everyday reality

or a weapon in the information war?



  

Plan of the presentation

1) What is 'fake news'?

2) The history of fake news

3) Fake news today

4) Perception of true and false information

5) Fake news in politics

6) Social consequences

7) Deepfake and post-truth

8) Fact-checking

9) Libraries on the front

10) Can fake news have any positive consequences?



  

Part 1. What is...?

Journolink CC-BY https://www.flickr.com/photos/157230341@N02/46622606075/



  

Krzysztof Pacholak CC-BY-NC-SA https://www.flickr.com/photos/pacholak/6008114294



  

Let's talk

Mentimeter code: 7374 7447



  

„School fake news” characteristics

● Intentionally false

● Verifiably false

● „Exotic”

● Sensational or emotionally charged

● Hidden motives

● Group effort



  

„Fake news” in Google Trends
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Trump Calls CNN ‘Fake News’, New York Times, 11.01.2017

https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/politics/100000004865825/trump-calls-cnn-fake-news.html



  

radiorebelde.cuhttps://www.hirondelle.org/en/our-media/1115-covid-19-5-conseils-pour-

detecter-les-fake-news



  

https://www.who.int/health-topics/infodemic



  

Fake news' horizon

Nielsen, R. K., Graves, L. (2017). "News You Don’t Believe": Audience Perspectives on Fake News [online].

Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism,

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2017-10/Nielsen%26Graves_factsheet_1710v3_FINAL_download.pdf 



  

Fake news' types

 Wardle, C. (2017). "Fake news. It's complicated”, https://firstdraftnews.org/articles/fake-news-complicated/



  

Alternative terms

● Mis-information - false information disseminated without harmful 

intent.

● Dis-information - false information created and shared by people 

with harmful intent.

● Mal-information - the sharing of "genuine" information with the 

intent to cause harm.

Giuliani-Hoffman, F. (2017). "'F*** News' should be replaced by these words, Claire Wardle says”, 

https://money.cnn.com/2017/11/03/media/claire-wardle-fake-news-reliable-sources-podcast/index.html



  

Part 2. The short history of...

Frederick Burr Opper (1894) Public Domain https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.29087/



  

Homo sum...

Magdalena Paul CC-BY-NC-SA https://www.flickr.com/photos/47697378@N03/22843099413



  

Prester John

Image of Prester John, enthroned, in a map of East Africa from Queen Mary's Atlas



  

Benjamin Franklin's commendable falsification

An artistic vision of Franklin's famous experiment, which also did not look like this, because it would risk getting burned.

Benjamin West, c. 1816



  

Great Moon Hoax

The New York Sun lithograph shows Vespertilio-homo, or bat-people

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Great-Moon-Hoax-1835-New-York-Sun-lithograph-298px.jpg



  

Photomontages

Dick Willoughby, http://hoaxes.org/photo_database/image/the_silent_city



  



  

Part 3. 

...today

Journolink Journolink CC-BY https://www.flickr.com/photos/157230341@N02/33661377268



  

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2183



  

Frequency of contacts with fake news



  

Trust in the media in Europe



  

Trust in traditional media



  

Trust in electronic media



  

Part 4. Perception of true

and false information

Nicolas Nova CC-BY-NC https://www.flickr.com/photos/nnova/15143063700



  

How do we read?

Makame Hamza Makame, Towards Assured Informed Consent in Privacy Notice Design: An Eye Movement Detection Approach

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318226314_Towards_Assured_Informed_Consent_in_Privacy_Notice_Design_An_Eye_Movement_Detection_Approach



  

Eye tracker



  

Materials

A) The Polish Voting Commission warns the Polish authorities about 

the elections to the European Parliament. This is about Brexit

B) The Seym rejected the citizen's bill eliminating the obligation to 

vaccinate

C) Bartłomiej Misiewicz appointed president of PKP Cargo? For now, 

he has become a board member with a crazy salary!

D)An aggressive man jerking a policeman is an extra actor from 

Ukraine? Internet users on the trail
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Linguistic characteristics

● real news articles are much longer than fake ones;

● fake news articles contain less technical words, shorter words, 

fewer punctuation, fewer quotes;

● fake news articles are more redundant in terms of vocabulary;

● fake news titles are more elaborate than real news titles, use more 

capital letters (Horne & Adali, 2017; see also Rubin, Conroy, Chen 

& Cornwell, 2016).



  https://demagog.org.pl/analizy_i_raporty/jak-szewc-jak-wulgaryzmy-sprzyjaja-dezinformacji/



  



  

Results

Stimulus Evaluation of reliability (0-100)

A - True 68,6

B - True 80,4

C - False 65,5

D - False 51,8



  

How did students asses the reliability?

● Do I know the information source?

● What do I think about the information source generally? 

→ material C case

● Is it based on the internet users statements?

→ material D case

● Have I heard anything about this topic?

→ illusory-truth effect



  

Information bubbles and echo chambers

Monceau CC-BY-NC https://www.flickr.com/photos/monceau/8707055378



  

Part 5. Fake news in politics

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump



  



  



  



  

Dezinformation as the basis for the invasion

https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/feb/25/vladimir-putin/putin-repeats-long-running-claim-genocide-ukraine/



  

https://www.snopes.com/news/2022/02/24/us-biolabs-ukraine-russia/
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Rosyjski samolot strącony przez ukraiński? Nie, to symulacja komputerowa,

https://konkret24.tvn24.pl/swiat,109/rosyjski-samolot-stracony-przez-ukrainski-nie-to-symulacja-komputerowa,1097681.html



  

Disinformation methods

● mixing truth and lies

● modification of the motive and circumstances,

● blur,

● camouflage,

● interpretation,

● generalization,

● illustration,

● unequal representation,

● equal representation.



  

Part 6. Social consequences

Marco Verch Professional Photographer CC-BY https://www.flickr.com/photos/30478819@N08/34969520322



  

Infodemic during COVID-19 pandemic

Phil Murphy CC-BY-NC https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy/50849724491



  



  

200 Chibok girls kidnapped from school

UNFPA, https://www.unfpa.org/fr/node/15081

Stephanie Busari, How fake news does real harm

https://www.ted.com/talks/stephanie_busari_how_fake_news_does_real_harm?share=11fcb280d9#t-103136



  

Rohingya massacre

CBS, Weaponizing Social Media: The Rohingya Crisis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YUzH6gJ8aw&ab_channel=CBSNews

Mercy Corps, https://europe.mercycorps.org/en-gb/blog/rohingya-refugee-crisis-facts



  

Wysyp negatywnych wpisów o "nieukraińskich" uchodźcach - uwaga na dezinformację i powielanie kłamstw

https://konkret24.tvn24.pl/polska,108/wysyp-negatywnych-wpisow-o-nieukrainskich-uchodzcach-uwaga-na-dezinformacje-i-powielanie-klamstw,1098066.html



  

Part 7. Deepfake and post-truth

Ars Electronica CC-BY-NC-SA https://www.flickr.com/photos/arselectronica/48517998642/



  

Example

Supasorn Suwajanakorn, Fake videos of real people -- and how to spot them,  

https://www.ted.com/talks/supasorn_suwajanakorn_fake_videos_of_real_people_and_how_to_spot_them



  

Deepfake technology

● Face/facial reenactment

● Face swap

emce□, deepfake o deepfake,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zA0W8DadBW0&ab_channel=emce%E2%96%A1



  

Tim Abbott CC-BY-NC-SA https://www.flickr.com/photos/theabbott/15001623616/



  

Post-truth

● Word of the Year in 2016 by the 

Oxford Dictionary

Relating to or denoting circumstances in 

which objective facts are less influential 

in shaping public opinion than appeals 

to emotion and personal belief

● 'alternative facts'

● Talk by Matthew D'Ancona - 

https://vimeo.com/252500642



  

Part 8. Fact-checking

Marco Verch Professional Photographer CC-BY https://www.flickr.com/photos/barnimages/32503712151



  

Who should stop fake news?



  

Fact-checking organizations

● for-profit media outlets, associated with editorial offices of newspapers, television, 

information portals,

● non-profit organizations,

● academic initiatives (Poynter Report, 2019, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/126VfMEOEqtDZ0t-ZsMXKYJzP5JxHtCzK/view)



  

Code of principles of International Fact-Checking Network

1) Commitment to non-partisanship and fairness

2) Commitment to standards and transparency of sources

3) Commitment to transparency of funding and organization

4) Commitment to standards and transparency of methodology

5) Commitment to an open and honest corrections policy

https://ifcncodeofprinciples.poynter.org/know-more/the-commitments-of-the-code-of-principles



  

Some fact-checking agencies

https://www.politifact.com/

https://www.snopes.com/

https://fullfact.org/

https://factcheck.afp.com/

https://projetocomprova.com.br/

https://africacheck.org/

https://covid19misinfo.org/

https://www.politifact.com/
https://www.snopes.com/
https://fullfact.org/
https://factcheck.afp.com/
https://africacheck.org/
https://covid19misinfo.org/


  

Part 9. Libraries on the front

barnimages.com CC-BY https://www.flickr.com/photos/barnimages/32503712151



  

Every little action counts

https://www.facebook.com/fakenews.polska/photos/a.174220707311327/856199269113464

Translated by MP

https://www.facebook.com/fakenews.polska/photos/a.174220707311327/856199269113464


  

Four steps forward

● Broad and organized resources of information and knowledge

● Experience in developing information competences

● Perceived as neutral institutions

● Available to everyone

...and one (possibly) backwards

● The danger of "symmetry"



  

IFLA, 2017: https://repository.ifla.org/handle/123456789/167



  

Seniors and fake news

ACT Project Concordia CC-BY-NC https://www.flickr.com/photos/143297351@N02/28778722244

Nadia Brashier, Daniel Schacter, Op-Ed: Older people spread more fake news, a deadly habit in the COVID-19 pandemic

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-08-07/fake-news-older-people-social-media



  

Children and fake news

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/



  



  

Harry Whittier Frees, Ready for bed, c. 1914 https://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/51875895764

Thank you!
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